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Meeting date: 4 December 2017

From: Corporate Director – Economy and Highways

BATH STREET – TRAFFIC VIDEO MONITORING REVIEW

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update members on the outcome of the 
assessment and review of the existing One-Way restriction on Bath 
Street, Barrow which is being contravened by motorists. 

1.2 Members are asked to note that the conclusion of the assessment 
attached as Appendix 1 recommended that the section of Bath Street in 
question is closed to vehicular traffic by the implementation of a 
Prohibition of Driving restriction and that Bath Street is also referred to 
the Collision Reduction and Safer Highways group (CRASH) for 
consideration for enforcement by the Police.

1.3 Following a meeting with Councillor Anne Burns and representatives of 
the schools and nursery on 22 November 2017 the assessment and 
options were discussed.  Members are asked to note that the option for 
build outs to slow traffic and reinforce the existing One Way restrictions 
in the assessment as Option 3 was the preferred solution.

1.4 Members are requested to recommend that Local Committee agree to 
progress the measures presented as option 3 within Appendix 1 to 
implement build outs to narrow the road and preventing parking, noting 
that a funding allocation will be required to implement the proposals and 
should it be approved will need to be taken from the capital allocation 
for 2018/2019.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The report has links to the Council Plan 2014-2017 in particular the 
Council’s aspirations:
 For Cumbria to be a place with a thriving economy where poverty is 

challenged in all its forms;
 To provide a high quality and sustainable environment which 

facilitates safe and easy movement; and



 To enable people to enjoy an independent and healthy life and to be 
safe from harm, with more control over their lives and a say in the 
decisions which affect them.

2.2 There are no equality implications arising out of this report.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That Members note the attached report detailing the assessment of the 
current One-Way restriction on Bath Street, Barrow attached as 
Appendix 1.

3.2 That Members recommend to Local Committee that Bath Street is 
referred to the CRASH group for consideration by the Police with regard 
to enforcement of the existing One-way restriction

3.3 That Members recommend that Local Committee approve the 
progressing of Option 3 for a scheme of build outs to narrow the road 
and reduce parking issues, thereby reinforcing the existing One-way 
traffic restriction and assisting the School Crossing Patrol. 

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Angela Rawlinson, Headteacher at St James School contacted Highways 
Officers regarding safety concerns for pupils and the crossing patrol lady on 
Bath Street, Barrow, due to vehicles contravening the existing One-Way 
restriction. 

4.2 Traffic data video monitoring was arranged for Bath Street observing the 
junction of Bath Street and Blake Street and the section of Bath Street where 
the One-Way restriction is in force.  The traffic monitoring was undertaken on 
Monday 10th July 2017 over a 12 hour period.  A summary and the findings of 
the traffic data monitoring are shown in the report attached as Appendix 1.

4.3 The short section of One-Way runs from Blake Street to Adelaide Street in a 
north-westerly direction. This section is fronted by a school on either side.  
There are also residential properties, a playground and convenience store that 
are well used by pedestrians and families.  The road is quite straight and open 
allowing good visibility. There are pavements on both sides of the road.  The 
road is currently 30mph. 

4.4 The monitoring shows that this short section of Bath Street is quite heavily 
trafficked. The busiest periods showing to be between 08:30 – 08:45, 11:15 – 
12:00, 14:45 – 15:30, 16:15 – 17:00 and again at around 18:30. This indicates 
that Bath Street is busy at school times.

4.5 The directional data shows that vehicles are also travelling ‘against’ the 
correct flow of traffic i.e. they are contravening the One-Way restriction.

4.6 Vehicles were found to be contravening the one-way restriction, a total of 4 
over the day of monitoring. 1 vehicle at 10:30, 1 vehicle at 16:30, 1 vehicle at 
16:45 and 1 vehicle at 18:45. It is likely that these vehicles are local such as 
the residents or regular users of Bath Street.



4.7 The collision records from the Police indicate that there are no recorded 
collisions within the last 5 years for that section of Bath Street.

4.8 It is recommended that the data is reported to the CRASH group to allow 
consideration by the Police in line with local priorities.

4.9 The report considered a number of options for solutions to the contravention 
of the One-way restriction.  These were Do nothing; Reinforce the one way 
(plan 1); Return it to two-way (Plan 2); Build-outs (Plan 3) and Prohibition of 
Driving (Plan4) which are attached as plan numbered 1–4 in Appendix 2.

4.10 A meeting was held at St James’ on Wednesday 22nd November 2017 where 
representatives from the schools and nursery, County Councillors and 
highways officers attended and discussed the proposals. Although the 
outcome of the assessment was for a Prohibition of Driving and was agreed 
as a positive one it was considered that the timescale was likely to be lengthy 
and as it would require a traffic regulation order there would be a risk from 
local objections.  It was therefore concluded that a quicker and more secure 
solution was required.  The group agreed that the preferred solution would be 
to progress with Option 3, namely the construction of a buildout/chicane type 
layout and leave in place the current One-Way restriction.

4.11 The progression of option 3 would require full designs and further consultation 
to be undertaken.  Once detailed design is complete works could be fully 
costed and consideration of a timescale for implementation dependent on the 
allocation of a budget.  It will be necessary to consider a funding allocation to 
implement the proposals and should it be approved will need to be taken from 
the capital allocation for 2018/2019.

5.0 OPTIONS  

5.1 Members may agree to approve the recommendations at paragraphs 3.1 to 
3.3.

5.2 Members may not agree to approve the recommendations at paragraphs 3.1 
to 3.3.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 Should the Highways Advisory Sub-Group recommend to the Local 
Committee that Option 3 be progressed, and this is agreed by the Local 
Committee, there will be a commitment of £6,000 against the Highways 
Capital Traffic, Lines & Signs budget in the 2018-19 financial year.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 Section 62 of the Highways Act 1980 gives a general power to highway 
authorities to improve the highways for which they are responsible, and to 
provide equipment for those highways.



8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 This report presents the traffic monitoring data for Bath Street, Barrow. It is 
recommended that Members recommend that Local Committee approve the 
progressing of Option 3 for a scheme of build outs to reduce parking issues, 
reinforce the existing One-way traffic restriction and assist the School 
Crossing Patrol.  A funding allocation will be required to implement the 
proposals and should it be approved will need to be considered from the 
capital allocation for 2017/2018.

Dominic Donnini
Corporate Director – Economy and Highways

November 2017
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Appendix 1 Bath Street Traffic data video monitoring report Nov 2017
Appendix 2 Plans 1-4

IMPLICATIONS

Electoral Division: Hindpool

Executive Decision No

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward 
Plan?

N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

NoHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

NoHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

None



CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

None

Contact: Victoria Upton
Tel: 01539 713028
Email: victoria.upton@cumbria.gov.uk
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